
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: Importance of Careers
HERO: Will Shu SONG OF NEXT WEEK: Living on a Prayer
by Bon Jovi CAREER OF THE WEEK: Naval Architect.

FRIDAY 26th June 2026

Headteacher’s Introduction
This week has seen some of the hottest temperatures 
experienced during the school day anywhere in the 
country. With the health, safety and wellbeing of our 
students and staff as our priority, schools were advised to 
close early from Wednesday. We expect everything to 
return to normal next week, which is particularly 
important as our Year 10 Mock Examinations continue. A 
small number of examinations were brought forward 
earlier today to avoid the hottest conditions.
I would like to thank all parents, carers and families for 
their patience, understanding and support as we made 
the difficult decision to alter the school day during this 
period of extreme weather. Current forecasts indicate 
that temperatures will return to more normal levels by 
Monday and, as a result, the school day will operate as 
usual. Students should return by 8.45am on Monday 
morning, particularly our Year 10 students who have 
English, Options and Humanities mock examinations 
scheduled. Full school uniform should be worn, although 
blazers and ties will remain optional while temperatures 
continue to settle.
I would like to congratulate our Year 7 students for the 
exemplary attitude they demonstrated throughout their 
assessments and examinations this week. They were an 
absolute credit to themselves and to the school in the 
mature and respectful way they approached every 
challenge. A small number of assessments have been 
rescheduled for next week, and parents have already 
been informed by email, with staff also making students 
aware of the changes.
Despite the extreme temperatures, there has still been 
plenty to celebrate across the school. Students have 
produced some fantastic work in lessons, from cooking 
delicious pizzas and designing creative hoodies to 

representing themselves brilliantly in competitions 
beyond school, including a large-scale pool tournament. It 
is always wonderful to see our young people developing 
their talents both inside and outside the classroom.
With the warm weather set to continue over the coming 
days, I would encourage all families to remind children 
about staying safe in the heat. Please ensure they drink 
plenty of water, wear sunscreen where appropriate, seek 
shade during the hottest parts of the day and avoid 
spending long periods in direct sunlight. We would also 
urge all young people to stay away from open water such 
as lakes, canals, rivers and reservoirs. While these places 
may appear inviting in hot weather, they can be 
extremely dangerous, and we want all of our students to 
enjoy the summer safely.
I would also like to remind everyone about our 
attendance initiatives that are currently taking place. We 
want every student to finish the academic year positively 
and recognise the importance of attending school every 
day. Many students with attendance above 95%, 
including those who have maintained 100% attendance, 
are already on track for a range of rewards and prizes. 
However, we have widened the opportunities available 
so that every student has the chance to be involved in our 
end-of-year attendance drive. With weekly rewards, prize 
draws, our end-of-year cinema event and the exciting 
Friday Darts Challenge, there are plenty of opportunities 
to celebrate excellent attendance and punctuality. Please 
take a moment to read the posters included in this 
newsletter for further information. Congratulations to the 
students who won prizes today by hitting the bullseye in 
our Friday Darts Challenge!
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a wonderful 
weekend. Hopefully families will be able to enjoy the 
warmer weather, with temperatures forecast to become 
a little more comfortable over the coming days.

2162 
Positives 

This Week

Year 7: Alesha-Mae M. Year 8: Kamiya C, Kayden-Lee WH. 
Year 9: Evie S. Year 10: Anthony B, Sam H, Joshua S, Kitty S.

ABSENT PLEASE RING 01384 686600 Option 1

Monday 29th June (Week A)

Y10 & rescheduled Y7 Exams. Y6 Induction & Y8 Oracy Week

Thursday 2nd July (Week A)

Y11 Graduation 09:00 – 11:00 and Y11 Prom

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance

YEAR 7 7DH – Mr Hamilton 97.49%

YEAR 8 8JMI – Mr Ming 94.55%

YEAR 9 9FS – Miss Scott 94.17%

YEAR 10 10NKH – Miss Nightingale-Harris 95.54%

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included their picture, it 
means we do not have the necessary consent from you. Please contact us if 

you would like us to be able to use your child’s picture!



Please click here and 
read the water safety 
message from West 

Midlands Fire Service

https://1864debc-bd10-45b5-a01e-f9aa11f90323.usrfiles.com/ugd/1864de_6d6e3c40cc8648378265dd503cbab16d.pdf
https://1864debc-bd10-45b5-a01e-f9aa11f90323.usrfiles.com/ugd/1864de_6d6e3c40cc8648378265dd503cbab16d.pdf
https://1864debc-bd10-45b5-a01e-f9aa11f90323.usrfiles.com/ugd/1864de_6d6e3c40cc8648378265dd503cbab16d.pdf
https://1864debc-bd10-45b5-a01e-f9aa11f90323.usrfiles.com/ugd/1864de_6d6e3c40cc8648378265dd503cbab16d.pdf




This term, a group of Year 9 students have taken part in an exciting 
entrepreneurship workshop, where they experienced the full process of 
designing and producing their own designer hoodies. Alongside gaining 

valuable insight into the world of business, students developed key 
skills such as teamwork, creativity and problem-solving.

The workshop leaders were highly impressed by the students’ enthusiasm, engagement and 
professionalism throughout. As an organisation that works with young people across a range of settings, 
they commented particularly on the positive attitude and commitment shown by our students, and are 

keen to continue supporting them as they further develop their entrepreneurial skills.



"Bungello students had a great time in their first food tech 
learning to make their own pizzas from scratch and an even 

better time eating them!!"



Bailey was the only child in a Pool competition last weekend that 
consisted of 64 people.  He only lost one game in the group stages 
finishing top of his group, absolutely smashing it all the way to the 
finals and leaving as the champion!
We are very proud of all his hard work and commitment to the 
game... hopefully he can continue this on the ultimate pool tour in 
two weeks time.

.



Could your child receive free school meals from September 2026?

From September 2026, more children and young people will be able to 
receive a free meal at school. This is because free school meal eligibility 
is expanding to include children from households receiving Universal 
Credit.  More families may now be eligible, so we are asking parents and 
carers to complete an application if they think this could apply to them.

Eligibility is not automatic – parents and carers of children not 
currently receiving FSM must apply.

Please apply ASAP - Eligibility checking will begin from 1 June 2026. 
Where a child is found to be eligible, the free meal entitlement will 
apply from the start of the 2026 to 2027 school year (September 2026)

How to apply

Applying online should only take a few minutes.

Apply here: https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-school-meals/

It could save your family money each week and help make sure your child can have 
a meal in school if they want one.

Please complete an application if any of these apply to you.

1. Your household receives Universal Credit

2. Your household receives another qualifying benefit.

3. Your young person is in sixth form or school-based post 16 provision and you 
think they may be eligible.

You do not need to work out whether your child qualifies. You only need to apply. 
The eligibility check will do the rest.

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-school-meals/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-school-meals/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-school-meals/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-school-meals/
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/benefits/free-school-meals/




This Friday saw the second 
of our Friday Darts 
Challenge.  Throw one Dart 
and hit the bullseye and 
win a £5 Amazon voucher.  
You’ve got to be here to 
take part.

Well done to Ettie 
who got a bullseye 

today.





Rehearsals this week



Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!

















Key Dates Summer Term 2026
Date Event

Monday 29th June Oracy Week - Year 8

Monday 29th June Y6 Parent Teacher Meeting

Monday 29th – Tuesday 30th June Y6 Induction Days

Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd July Y10 Mock Exams

Wednesday 1st July Performing Arts Summer Showcase

Thursday 2nd July 09.00-11.00: Year 11 Graduation

Thursday 2nd July Yr 11 Prom

Friday 3rd July Lakeside Trip (PE)

Monday 6th – 10th July Y7 and Y9 Oracy Week 

Monday 6th – 10th July Y10 Work Experience Week

Friday 10th July Sports Day

Tuesday 14th July Y9 and Y10 Graduations

Tuesday 14th – Thursday 16th July Y7 Bikeability

Thursday 16th July Attendance Rewards Celebration

Thursday 16th July Ellowes Party in the Park

Friday 17th July 12.00PM: School Closes for the Summer Holidays
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