
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: Rewards and Praise
HERO: Beverley Knight SONG OF NEXT WEEK: One Love
By Bob Marley CAREER OF THE WEEK: Drone Pilot

FRIDAY 16th October 2026

Headteacher’s Introduction
One more week to go and I cannot quite believe how 
quickly this first half-term has passed. As I walk around 
the school each day, I continue to be impressed by the 
positive attitude, resilience and determination displayed 
by our students. Across the school, students are 
completing important assessments and demonstrating a 
strong commitment to their learning. Whilst this has been 
a busy and demanding half-term, our students have 
continued to embrace every opportunity to improve and 
achieve their very best.
As a proudly learning-led school, we have continued to 
strengthen both our academic provision and pastoral 
support over the past year. It has also been a pleasure to 
welcome prospective students and their families to 
Ellowes Hall as part of our Year 6 Sporting and Performing 
Arts Aptitude Testing. The enthusiasm and talent on 
display has been fantastic, and we look forward to 
welcoming many of these young people into our school 
community in September 2027.
I would also like to congratulate our students, families 
and staff on the significant improvements we have made 
in attendance. Our overall attendance rate is currently 
around 2.5% higher than at this point last year, making us 
the most improved school within the Trust. Excellent 
attendance remains one of the most important factors in 
securing strong outcomes and future opportunities for 
our young people. Whilst attendance continues to 
improve, punctuality is an area where we can still make 
further gains. Thank you to parents and carers for your 
continued support in ensuring students arrive at school 
on time and ready to learn. For the small number of 

students experiencing difficulties with punctuality, please 
do not hesitate to contact us so that we can work 
together to overcome any barriers.
I would also like to thank everyone involved in our Black 
History Month Panel event. It was an inspiring occasion 
that brought together a diverse range of speakers, 
including RAF veterans, careers leaders, performers and 
community representatives. In particular, it was a 
privilege to welcome Prince Albert Jacob, a 101-year-old 
RAF veteran who served during the Second World War. 
The stories, experiences and life lessons shared with our 
students were both powerful and memorable and 
reflected the values of respect, inclusion and aspiration 
that are so important to our school community. 
As we look forward to our Halloween Disco on Thursday 
evening, I hope many students will join us for what 
promises to be a fantastic end-of-half-term celebration. 
With fancy dress, pumpkin carving, games and 
competitions, it will be a wonderful opportunity for 
students to spend time with friends and enjoy being part 
of our school community. Tickets remain available 
through ParentPay. 
Finally, I would like to thank all parents and carers for 
your continued support throughout this busy half-term. 
The strong partnership between home and school plays a 
vital role in helping our young people thrive both 
academically and personally. Although this can often feel 
like the longest half-term of the year, every day in school 
counts. With just one week remaining, I would be grateful 
for your support in helping students attend every day 
possible, ensuring they finish the half-term with pride, 
success and positive momentum.

4369 
Positives 

This Week

Year 7: Evie H, Summer J, Anabel K, Dorian R. 
Year 8: Jenni-Mai R. Year 9: Ethan J, Sophia M-W, Dexter P,  
Kayden-Lee W-H. Year 10: Harry K, Izabel S. Year 11: Isla P.

ABSENT PLEASE RING 01384 686600 Option 1

Thursday 22nd Oct (Week B)

Halloween Disco 18:00 – 20:00

Friday 23rd Oct (Week B)

Year 8/9 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance

YEAR 7 7ASA – Miss Sabadas 98.85%

YEAR 8 8OM – Mrs McEvoy 98.67%

YEAR 9 9JMI – Mr Ming 97.59%

YEAR 10 10FS – Miss F Scott 95.71%

YEAR 11
11NKH – Miss Nightingale-

Harris
96%

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included their picture, it 
means we do not have the necessary consent from you. Please contact us if you 

would like us to be able to use your child’s picture!





Halloween Disco
Thurs 22nd Oct

6:00pm – 8:00pm

Stalls include Face Painting, 
Mummy Race, Apple Bobbing.
On sale: Glow Sticks, Sweets, 

Chocolate, Crisps and Pop 
(NO HOT FOOD)

Fancy Dress & Pumpkin Carving Competition
*Bring your ready-carved pumpkin to enter the competition 

and win a prize 

Tickets are £2 and can be purchased 
via ParentPay from Monday 5th Oct 

Thank you to Morrisons for 
donating some Pumpkins.



22nd Oct



Our annual Black History Month Panel was a fantastic success. 
Thank you to all of our panellists, including RAF veterans from the 
Forgotten Generations, poets, actors, careers leaders, a highways 
officer and singers, for sharing their experiences and inspiring our 
students. A special thank you to Prince Albert Jacob, an RAF veteran 
who served during World War II. The knowledge and lived 
experiences shared were invaluable, and we look forward to 
continuing these important conversations throughout the year. 
Thank you once again to all our speakers for their honesty, insight 
and inspiration.



Friday’s Darts Winners
 

Congratulations to…

Ednam Ward of 
Y10 

…who won a Love2Shop £5 voucher for hitting the 
Bullseye.





Students are studying Pattern in Art. Deacon Martin (top) 
and Charlie Bratt (bottom) have designed these animals 

themselves, including 'Adinkra' symbols and African 
patterns.





Last Week’s Winners
Year 7

Jayden A and Anabel K
Year 8

Elijah W and Alfie-James S
Year 9

Sophia M-W and Ryley G
Year 10

Olivia G and Andrei D
Year 11 

Lucas J and Scarlett P



Rehearsals this week

Congratulations to Charlotte, who competed in the Audacity Dance Competition 
at Solihull Sports Centre last weekend. Charlotte performed a Solo Jazz Dance 

and achieved an excellent 5th place overall. This is another fantastic example of 
an Ellowes student showing dedication and commitment to a passion outside of 

school, making family, friends and the school community proud.







Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!





Key Dates Autumn Term 2026
Date Event

Monday 28th Sept – Thursday 1st Oct 09:15 – 10:00: Open Mornings

Friday 2nd October Year 7 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Wednesday 7th October Whole School Flu Vaccine

Thursday 15th October Harry Potter Warner Bros Studio London Trip

Thursday 22nd October 18.00-20.00: Halloween Spooktacular Disco

Friday 23rd October Year 8/9 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Thursday 5th November Staffordshire Army Recruitment Trip

Friday 6th November Year 10/11 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Thursday 12th November 15:30 – 18:30: Year 7 Parent Consultation Meeting

Monday 16th November Loughborough University Visit

Monday 16th – Thursday 26th November Year 11 Mock Examinations

Wednesday 18th – Friday 20th November Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes Trip

Thursday 26th November Awards Evening

Friday 27th November School closed to students: National College Teacher Training

Thursday 3rd December Catch-Up Flu Vaccines

Friday 4th December Reading Ambassadors Book Shop Trip

Thursday 10th December 16.00-18.00: Christmas Market

Friday 11th December Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 11th – Thursday 17th December Year 10 Mock Examinations

Tuesday 15th December Community Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 16th December 18.00-19.30: PA Christmas Concert

Friday 18th December End of Term (School Pantomime): 12pm finish

Tuesday 5th January Start of Spring Term

Friday 8th January Year 11 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Wednesday 13th January 15:30 – 18:30: Year 11 Parent Consultation Meeting

Monday 18th January Year 9 Aspirations Visit to King Edwards' College
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