
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: End of Term Rewards.
HERO: Stephen Hawking.  SONG OF NEXT WEEK: Can’t Stop The Feeling 
by Justin Timberlake CAREER OF THE WEEK: Palaeontologist.

FRIDAY 15th May 2026

Headteacher’s Introduction
As we move further into the summer term, there is much 
to celebrate across our school community. From the 
dedication and resilience shown by our Year 11 students 
as they begin their examination period, to the many 
achievements and opportunities taking place beyond the 
classroom, this continues to be a busy and rewarding 
time for everyone. Thank you, as always, for your 
continued support in helping us provide the very best 
experience for our students.
Many Year 11 examinations have already taken place, 
including the first of the main core subjects: English, 
Maths and Science. With many more exams scheduled for 
next week, we will soon reach half-term, the halfway 
point of this final stretch before we turn our attention to 
the last half of the academic year and, hopefully, some 
warmer weather.
Our Year 11 students are encouraged to continue making 
full use of the intervention sessions available to them. I 
would also like to remind parents and carers that staff 
remain fully committed to supporting students 
throughout this important period, with targeted revision 
sessions and pre-exam “blast” sessions continuing to 
provide valuable guidance and preparation. I speak on 
behalf of all staff when I wish our Year 11 students every 
success in their exams and hope they are maintaining 
effective revision timetables in preparation for the 
forthcoming half-term holiday.
Once again, there has been a great deal of exciting extra-
curricular activity taking place, most notably within our 
sporting calendar. In particular, the PE visit to the 
Panthers v Lightning Netball match provided a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to see professional athletes 

in action and to experience the excitement and 
inspiration that elite sport can bring.
I would also like to thank the parents and carers who 
completed our ‘Voice of the Parent’ survey. Your 
feedback is invaluable in helping us identify areas for 
improvement and continue to strengthen our school 
community. Several parents took the opportunity to 
request follow-up contact regarding specific concerns, 
and staff are currently reaching out to discuss these. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any 
further follow-up or support.
We are also proud to announce that we have been 
awarded the School Games Gold Award for the second 
consecutive year. This is a tremendous achievement and 
reflects the collective effort and enthusiasm of our 
students and staff. It sits proudly alongside other recent 
successes, including our Careers Gold Award, and is a 
testament to the breadth of opportunity and excellence 
we strive to offer.
Next week, we are also looking forward to our third 
Performing Arts Open Mic event, where many of our 
talented students will have the opportunity to showcase 
their abilities. This event will serve as a wonderful 
precursor to a larger performance planned for next term, 
building on the success and celebration of creativity that 
we enjoyed during our memorable 60th anniversary 
event before the Easter break.
As we approach half-term, I encourage all students to 
maintain their focus, continue striving for their very best, 
and take pride in all they are achieving. Thank you, as 
always, for your ongoing partnership and support in 
helping our young people flourish. Together, we continue 
to create a school community of which we can all be 
proud.

4717 
Positives 

This Week

Year 7: Libbie L.  Year 8: Lewis P. 
Year 9: Lily G, Jake K, Jacob T. Year 10: Sam H.

ABSENT PLEASE RING 01384 686600 Option 1

Thursday 21st May (Week B)

Open Mic Night

Friday 22nd May (Week B)

End of Half-term

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance

YEAR 7 7OM – Mrs McEvoy 93.45%

YEAR 8 8RP – Mr Patel 96.9%

YEAR 9 9SRI – Miss Rigby 99.09%

YEAR 10 10EP – Miss Perry 97.65%

YEAR 11 11JW – Miss Watson 100%

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included their picture, it 
means we do not have the necessary consent from you. Please contact us if 

you would like us to be able to use your child’s picture!



Thank you to all the parents that 
completed the ‘Voice of the Parent’ 
survey.  For those of you who 
requested feedback we are currently in 
the process of contacting you.

One point that was raised were the 
‘Rewards’ on offer and when they 
take place and what they are. 

We have our daily rewards which include positives and a celebrating 
student success board which is posted on social media and on our Ellowes 
Wall of Fame. Our Weekly awards including 100% attendance raffles, 
Student of the Week in assembly, and Golden Buzzer Awards which are 
promoted on our TVs. Our Half-Termly awards are given out throughout 
the year to celebrate students that have applied themselves during those 
six to eight weeks by demonstrating our school values. Our Yearly awards 
are handed out during two events. Our Awards Evening in December to 
promote exceptional progress and during our July Graduations for Student 
of the Year in each of the subjects offered. Finally, we offer school rewards 
trips to those that have met our attendance, behaviour and academic 
targets throughout the year. These trips have been to places such as Alton 
Towers, Drayton Manor, Bowling, Cinema, Safari Park and other fantastic 
locations.



We are proud to announce that we have secured Gold for a second 
consecutive year in this year's School Games Mark, a fantastic 

achievement for us as a school. This recognition captures the hard work 
of our students, staff and local community throughout the year.



Following on from the photographs from 
Uganda we have now received some letters 
back. This year these were written by 
Primary School students. We have also had 
a letter of thanks from one of the Football 
academy written on behalf of the children, 
as they are unable to read and write. Our 
contact will return again in January 2027 and 
our amazing English department will be 
supporting Year 8 with letter writing. Thank 
you again for all your support with this 
project it really does make a difference. 





Netball Super League Trip: Panthers vs Lightning

Our students enjoyed an exciting evening of top-level sport on their 
recent trip to the Coventry Skydome, where they watched the 
Birmingham Panthers take on Loughborough Lightning in a 
fast-paced Netball Super League clash.

From the first centre pass, students were able to see elite netball up 
close, witnessing the speed, precision and teamwork that define the 
sport at the highest level. Loughborough Lightning showed their 
strength throughout the match, ultimately securing a 76–60 victory 
over the Panthers.

The trip offered not only a memorable sporting experience but also a 
valuable opportunity for students to deepen their understanding of 
the game and see the tactics they learn in school brought to life on 
court.

A big thank you to the staff who supported the visit and to the 
students for representing the school so brilliantly. We look forward 
to more sporting adventures in the future.



On Saturday Amelia went up to 
Northwood Stadium, Stoke to 
compete for her club Tipton 
Harriers in the Staffordshire 
County Championship in both 
Hammer and Discus.
She came first in both events, 
becoming county champion in 
Discus and Hammer.



Our Media Ambassadors are very excited to launch our new 
PODCAST. "WE TALK!" focusing on exam stress and mental 

health. Our students have worked exceptionally hard and we 
are extremely proud of their dedication and commitment to 
enable this to happen. Enjoy listening, be sure to like it and 

share where possible.

https://youtu.be/9NV-F1UXXcc

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F9NV-F1UXXcc&data=05%7C02%7Cjbailey%40ellowes.dudley.sch.uk%7C4b6471f1753545386d3f08deace46881%7Cc4a01c477b4f4548bc9197fb39f9bc54%7C0%7C0%7C639138294170731302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B3bL6JpDyLFaspWvTvH3l%2FE5n5i5A1ONx1o%2FIDqlgTw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F9NV-F1UXXcc&data=05%7C02%7Cjbailey%40ellowes.dudley.sch.uk%7C4b6471f1753545386d3f08deace46881%7Cc4a01c477b4f4548bc9197fb39f9bc54%7C0%7C0%7C639138294170731302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B3bL6JpDyLFaspWvTvH3l%2FE5n5i5A1ONx1o%2FIDqlgTw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F9NV-F1UXXcc&data=05%7C02%7Cjbailey%40ellowes.dudley.sch.uk%7C4b6471f1753545386d3f08deace46881%7Cc4a01c477b4f4548bc9197fb39f9bc54%7C0%7C0%7C639138294170731302%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B3bL6JpDyLFaspWvTvH3l%2FE5n5i5A1ONx1o%2FIDqlgTw%3D&reserved=0


The next School 
Production coming in 
November 2026 is…

Please see the Performing Arts Staff for more 
details.  Anyone can join the chorus.





Polite Notice to Parents and Carers
We kindly ask for your cooperation in helping to keep our 
school site safe and accessible for everyone at the end of the 
school day (3.15pm).
Please do not bring vehicles beyond the first set of school 
entrance gates under any circumstances. In addition, parking 
is not permitted in the area between the entrance gates and 
the access point to the staff car park. This space must be kept 
completely clear at all times.
These restrictions are in place to ensure the safety of pupils, 
staff, and visitors, and to maintain clear access for emergency 
vehicles. Vehicles in these areas create significant safety risks 
and obstruct essential access routes.
We appreciate that collection times can be busy, and we 
thank you for your understanding and cooperation in parking 
considerately in the surrounding area and respecting these 
rules.
Thank you for helping us maintain a safe environment for all 
members of our school community.



Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!











Key Dates Summer Term 2026
Date Event

Thursday 21st May Open Mic Night

Friday 22nd May End of Half-term

Monday 1st June Start of Summer Half-term 2

Monday 1st – 3rd June Silver DofE Expedition

Wednesday 3rd June LGBTQ+ Event

Thursday 4th June Y8 Vaccinations

Monday 8th June Bronze DofE Practice Day

Thursday 11th June Y8 Personal Development Day

Wednesday 17th June Y9 Personal Development Day

Friday 19th June Science Big Bang Fair

Friday 19th June Y7 Inflatables Opportunity

Monday 22nd June Love to Learn homework check in week

Monday 22nd – 26th June Y7 Mock Exams

Wednesday 24th June 09.00-12.00 Year 8 Vaccinations Catch-Ups

Wednesday 24th – Thursday 25th June Y9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh

Friday 26th June Reading Ambassadors - Book Shop Reward Trip

Monday 29th June Oracy Week - Year 8

Monday 29th June Y6 Parent Teacher Meeting

Monday 29th – Tuesday 30th June Y6 Induction Days

Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd July Y10 Mock Exams

Wednesday 1st July Performing Arts Summer Showcase

Thursday 2nd July 09.00-11.00: Year 11 Graduation

Thursday 2nd July Yr 11 Prom

Friday 3rd July Lakeside Trip (PE)

Monday 6th – 10th July Y7 and Y9 Oracy Week 

Monday 6th – 10th July Y10 Work Experience Week

Friday 10th July Sports Day

Tuesday 14th July Y9 and Y10 Graduations

Tuesday 14th – Thursday 16th July Y7 Bikeability

Thursday 16th July Attendance Rewards Celebration

Thursday 16th July Ellowes Party in the Park

Friday 17th July 12.00PM: School Closes for the Summer Holidays
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