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FRIDAY 23rd October 2026

Headteacher’s Introduction
As we reach the end of this half-term, I would like to 
begin by thanking all students, parents and carers for the 
tremendous support you have given in helping us achieve 
a significant improvement in attendance compared to last 
year. Every day in school matters, and the additional 
hours of learning gained through improved attendance 
will have a positive impact on students' progress, 
achievement and future success. Just as importantly, 
being in school regularly helps students feel connected, 
valued and part of our school community, enabling them 
to thrive both academically and personally. The 
improvements we are seeing in lessons, alongside the 
dedication shown by students and staff, demonstrate the 
difference that a strong commitment to attendance can 
make.
Last night, we were delighted to welcome more than 260 
students to our annual Halloween Disco. As always, 
students and staff embraced the occasion with an 
incredible array of imaginative costumes, making it a 
fantastic evening for everyone involved. Students 
enjoyed an evening of music, dancing and a variety of 
activities, including apple bobbing, the mummy race, face 
painting and our popular fancy dress competition. I would 
particularly like to thank the students who took the time 
and effort to carve pumpkins and help decorate both the 
hall and stage. Their creativity and enthusiasm helped 
create a wonderful atmosphere and made the event such 
a memorable success.
This half-term has been filled with so many 
achievements, opportunities and moments of success 
that it is impossible not to feel proud of our students. I 
would like to thank everyone who supported our 

YoungMinds Hello Yellow fundraising activities and cake 
sale, helping to raise awareness of the importance of 
positive mental health. Congratulations to the students 
who represented the school in the Springboard 
FutureChef competition, our Bungello group for their visit 
to the Roman city of Wroxeter, and the many students 
who participate each week in our Friday morning darts 
competitions. We continue to be inspired by the 
outstanding artwork showcased throughout this 
newsletter and by the dedication and achievements of 
our cross-country athletes. It has also been fantastic to 
see house competitions becoming increasingly 
competitive, with students showing great pride in 
representing their houses. We celebrate our weekly 100% 
attendance students and especially those who have 
maintained perfect attendance throughout the year so 
far. Finally, I would like to recognise the students who 
participated in and helped lead our Primary School Rugby 
Festival, demonstrating excellent leadership, teamwork 
and ambassadorial skills.
We look forward to welcoming as many Year 7 parents 
and carers as possible to the Year 7 Parent Consultation 
Evening on Thursday 12th November from 3.30pm to 
6.30pm. Information regarding appointment bookings 
will be shared shortly, providing an excellent opportunity 
to discuss your child's progress with their teachers.
Finally, I would like to thank students, staff, parents and 
carers for their efforts, resilience and support throughout 
what is always the longest half-term of the year. I hope 
everyone has a safe, enjoyable and well-deserved half-
term break, and we look forward to welcoming students 
back refreshed and ready for another successful half-
term.

4446 
Positives 

This Week

Year 7: Jacob P. Year 8: Taliane M. Year 9: Scott F.  
Year 10: Abigail A, Emelia F, Olivia H, Poppy H, Jimi M. 

Year 11: Joshua S.

ABSENT PLEASE RING 01384 686600 Option 1

Thursday 5th Nov (Week A)

Staffordshire Army Recruitment Trip

Friday 6th Nov (Week A)

Year 10/11 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance

YEAR 7 7KKI – Mrs King 96.52%

YEAR 8 8TR – Mrs Roe 97.33%

YEAR 9 9DBA – Mr Barker 95.83%

YEAR 10 10PS – Mrs Strachan 99.23%

YEAR 11 11EP – Mrs Hayward-Perry 97.85%

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included their picture, it 
means we do not have the necessary consent from you. Please contact us if you 

would like us to be able to use your child’s picture!





For World Mental Health Day, we supported the YoungMinds Hello 
Yellow campaign, raising funds through a bake sale. Students also 

took part in assemblies led by Mrs Toro-Pearce, tutor activities, and 
reflection tasks in ACHIEVE lessons, helping to raise awareness of 

mental health and wellbeing.

•  



Halloween Disco

Thurs 22nd Oct
6:00pm – 8:00pm

More than 260 students enjoyed the Ellowes Halloween Disco, with 
many students and staff dressing up for the occasion. Everyone had a 
fantastic evening dancing to music and taking part in a range of fun 

activities, including the fancy dress competition, pumpkin carving, apple 
bobbing and the mummy race. Congratulations to all of our winners and 

thank you to everyone who helped make the event such a success!



Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition students recently 
took part in the Springboard Chef Competition.
During the school heats, students were challenged to prepare a 
main meal for two people on a limited budget within one hour, 
demonstrating a range of practical skills, creativity and 
presentation.

All participants impressed with their independence, organisation 
and excellent culinary skills. Congratulations to competition 
winners Lucy and Ethan, and runners-up Maggie, Minnie and 
Corey.
Two students will now progress to the next round of the 
competition, which will take place at another school in November



On Monday, the Bungellos Saturn group visited Wroxeter Roman City as part of 
their current History topic. The visit brought students' classroom learning to life, 
giving them a valuable opportunity to explore how Roman towns functioned and 
to experience first-hand the rich history they have been studying. The students 

were a credit to the school and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.



Friday’s Darts Winners
 

Congratulations to…

Imogen B of Y9 
…who won a Love2Shop £5 voucher for hitting the 

Bullseye.



A huge well done to all of our students who 
represented the school at the Regional Cross Country 
event at Himley Hall on Saturday. Competing over a 
challenging 2km hilly course, every student 
demonstrated outstanding grit, determination and 
resilience as they pushed themselves to achieve their 
very best. We are incredibly proud of each and every 
one of them for their effort, commitment and excellent 
representation of the school. Well done all!



This amazing oil 
pastel cake was 
created by Joseph 
Gibson in Year 9. 
Inspired by the 
work of American 
artist Wayne 
Thiebaud, Joseph 
has produced a 
vibrant and eye-
catching piece that 
demonstrates 
excellent use of 
colour and 
technique.

Students in Year 10 have been 
studying portraiture in Art. This 
remarkable charcoal drawing 
of Formula 1 driver Charles 
Leclerc was created by Aria 
Breeze and showcases 
excellent attention to detail 
and technical skill



Year 9 have been looking at big philosophical thinkers in RE and have been 
evaluating the impact of Socrates and Descartes’ thinking on modern 

philosophy.  Examples; Teddy Fullwood (top) and Isla Griffiths (bottom).





Last Week’s Winners
Year 7

Ting Y and Aysha S
Year 8

Ethan B and Brooke H
Year 9

Lucy H and Christopher P
Year 10

Jacob J and Lily S
Year 11 

Michaela S and Layton N



Rehearsals this week

Our Year 10 Sports Leaders demonstrated fantastic leadership at a 
primary rugby festival at DK Rugby Club. Supporting pupils from 20 

primary schools, they led activities with enthusiasm, confidence 
and excellent teamwork. They were fantastic ambassadors for 

Ellowes Hall and a real credit to the school.









Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!



Key Dates Autumn Term 2026
Date Event

Monday 28th Sept – Thursday 1st Oct 09:15 – 10:00: Open Mornings

Friday 2nd October Year 7 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Wednesday 7th October Whole School Flu Vaccine

Thursday 15th October Harry Potter Warner Bros Studio London Trip

Thursday 22nd October 18.00-20.00: Halloween Spooktacular Disco

Friday 23rd October Year 8/9 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Thursday 5th November Staffordshire Army Recruitment Trip

Friday 6th November Year 10/11 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Thursday 12th November 15:30 – 18:30: Year 7 Parent Consultation Meeting

Monday 16th November Loughborough University Visit

Monday 16th – Thursday 26th November Year 11 Mock Examinations

Wednesday 18th – Friday 20th November Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes Trip

Thursday 26th November Awards Evening

Friday 27th November School closed to students: National College Teacher Training

Thursday 3rd December Catch-Up Flu Vaccines

Friday 4th December Reading Ambassadors Book Shop Trip

Thursday 10th December 16.00-18.00: Christmas Market

Friday 11th December Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 11th – Thursday 17th December Year 10 Mock Examinations

Tuesday 15th December Community Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 16th December 18.00-19.30: PA Christmas Concert

Friday 18th December End of Term (School Pantomime): 12pm finish

Tuesday 5th January Start of Spring Term

Friday 8th January Year 11 SEND Parent/Carer Coffee Morning

Wednesday 13th January 15:30 – 18:30: Year 11 Parent Consultation Meeting

Monday 18th January Year 9 Aspirations Visit to King Edwards' College
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