
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: Success in the Final Term.
HERO: Nelson Mandela.  SONG OF NEXT WEEK: Stronger
by Kelly Clarkson.  CAREER OF THE WEEK: Artist.

FRIDAY 17th April 2026

Headteacher’s Introduction
I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all 
members of our school community and hope that 
you enjoyed a restful and enjoyable break. Unlike 
the return following the Christmas holidays, when 
motivation can sometimes be harder to find, this 
week has been characterised by energy, focus, and 
a strong work ethic from both students and staff.
It has been particularly encouraging to see many of 
our Year 11 students attending school over the 
Easter break, with some even present on the staff 
training day. Their commitment is commendable 
and reflects the positive determination with which 
they are approaching their examinations, now less 
than four weeks away.
This week has also provided many opportunities for 
enrichment and learning beyond the classroom. Our 
Year 10 Geography students have taken part in 
fieldwork visits to Carding Mill Valley, producing 
excellent coursework and, judging by the 
photographs, thoroughly enjoying the experience. 
Prior to the break, I mentioned the installation of 
solar panels as part of our commitment to reducing 
energy costs and becoming more environmentally 
sustainable. In this context, I would also like to 
recognise the valuable contribution of our Eco 
students, who diligently collect recycling each week 
and have been working hard in the school garden to 
grow vegetables that we hope to enjoy later in the 

year.
As always, I am impressed by the wide range of 
activities taking place across the school. Year 9 
students recently attended a Careers Event at the 
Black Country Careers Hub, while Year 7 
participated in a Well-being Personal Development 
Day on Thursday. This included a variety of engaging 
activities, from performances by Loudmouth 
Theatre to a juggling workshop and informative 
sessions on the positive use of social media. I would 
like to extend my thanks to the Grace Foundation 
for their support in this valuable event. Looking 
ahead, our Year 8 students are also eagerly 
anticipating their upcoming visit to the Black 
Country Living Museum next Tuesday.
We also recognise the importance of celebrating 
student achievement. The first of several reward 
trips will take place next week for selected students 
in Years 7 and 8. Alongside this, there has been an 
introduction of some new extra-curricular activities, 
particularly outdoor pursuits such as climbing. I look 
forward to also hearing more of our sporting teams’ 
successes as we progress through the summer 
term.
Finally, I would like to wish all our students a 
productive and rewarding summer term. We will 
continue to encourage and support them in striving 
for their very best. I would also like to thank our 
parents and carers for their ongoing support, which 
is vital to our students’ success.

3306 Positives This Week

Tuesday 21 April (Week B)

Y8 Black Country Museum Trip

Friday 24 April (Week B)

Y7 Rewards Trip

Year 7: Carter B. Year 8: Nieve E. 
Year 9: Abigail A. Year 10: Ayla R. Year 11: Harry W.Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance

YEAR 7 7DH – Mr Hamilton 100%

YEAR 8 8RP – Mr Patel 99.43%

YEAR 9 9LM – Mr Martin 98.81%

YEAR 10 10RJ – Mr Jackson 99.21%

YEAR 11 11JW – Miss Watson 99.6%

ABSENT PLEASE RING 01384 686600 Option 1



Eco Club have been working hard, recycling paper from all the 
classrooms and getting the garden prepared for planting.

They have been keeping on top of the weeds and turning the soil 
over during the Winter and early Spring.  Just before the Easter 

holidays they began planting carrots, onions and beetroot: hopefully 
these will be ready to harvest before the Summer break.



This week Y10 Geography students have had a great time 
complete their GCSE work on the field trip to Carding Mill 

Valley.  As always our students got stuck in, worked hard and 
demonstrated a fantastic attitude – well done.



Students were 
randomly chosen by 

the computer and 
received a £10 

National Book Tokens 
voucher, a postcard 

and sweets.   
Congratulations go to 
Lilly Y, Stanley M, and 

Evie S.

Miss Sabadas decided to have a raffle for members of her 
9x/En1 class and reward them for their good behaviour and 

completion of homework on time since September. 

Polite Notice to Parents and Carers
We kindly ask for your cooperation in helping to keep our school site 
safe and accessible for everyone at the end of the school day (3.15pm).
Please do not bring vehicles beyond the first set of school entrance 
gates under any circumstances. In addition, parking is not permitted in 
the area between the entrance gates and the access point to the staff 
car park. This space must be kept completely clear at all times.
These restrictions are in place to ensure the safety of pupils, staff, and 
visitors, and to maintain clear access for emergency vehicles. Vehicles in 
these areas create significant safety risks and obstruct essential access 
routes.
We appreciate that collection times can be busy, and we thank you for 
your understanding and cooperation in parking considerately in the 
surrounding area and respecting these rules.
Thank you for helping us maintain a safe environment for all members 
of our school community.



What an inspiring day for Year 9 at the My Future, My 

Potential careers fair. From chatting with colleges to exploring 

apprenticeship routes and hands-on training opportunities, 

our students gained real clarity about the paths open to them. 

Perfect timing as they get ready to make their option choices 

and shape the next steps of their journey.



Jacob Jones of Year 9 passed numerous certificates at his RAF Cadets 
which is an excellent achievement following a lot of hard work.



"COMING SOON: Our Media 
Ambassadors are very excited to 
be launching Ellowes very first 
podcast "We, Talk!. Stay tuned for 
more information. If you would like 
to be featured on our future 
podcasts, please contact 
krichards@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk"

Our Reading Ambassadors went 
on their termly reward trip just 
before Easter to replenish stock 
in the library. They picked some 
excellent choices including 
some new graphic novels and 
comics. We are very excited to 
introduce these new titles to 
make sure all of our students are 
able to pick choices they are 
interested in! Again, they were 
exemplary in the book shop 
embodying what it means to be 
an Ellowes' student.



Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!
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